


God the Father has a plan for every person He creates. 
You are not random! Nothing is by coincidence! Humanity’s 
primary task is to discover God’s plan for our life, then 
surrender to it!

The life of Raniero Cantalamessa is a great example of how 
one man actively pursued God’s plan for his life. His story of 
personal conversion through his intellect, experience, and 
will, gives us a pattern for how we can seek God’s will for our 
lives. Like every father, our heavenly Father has hopes and 
dreams for each of his children! As we discern why we were 
created, and surrender to God’s plan, we find the purpose 
and joy He intends for us.

The Preacher to the Popes: Raniero Cantalamessa will 
inspire you to pursue God’s plan for your life. You will see 
how Cardinal Cantalamessa pursued that plan for his life 
and became more than he could ever hoped for or imagined: 
the preacher to three popes.

Watch this film with your community. Let the Holy Spirit inspire 
you! Become the person God the Father created you to be. 
He wants you to be holy and he wants you united with the 
rest of his children, as one Body in Christ, inspiring others to 
pursue the understanding of why they were created. Enjoy 
the film! Enjoy your life!

“There is a 
language which is 
still authentic and 
believed. It is the 
language of joy.”

 
- Cardinal Cantalamessa 

HOW TO SEE THE FILM



HOW TO SEE THE FILM

LEARN MORE AT:
PREACHERTOTHEPOPES.COM

,
Stream the film personally at
www.cmax.tv or through 
the CMAX TV ROKU app.

You can watch as  a subscriber, 
rent the film, or get permanent 
digital access. You can also 
order DVDs the website.  

Host a screening for your 
community! 

License the film for your 
group. We’ll help you every 
step of the way. 

“The documentary is very well done and 
theologically sound. Great job. It moved very 
well. I liked the way different people share 

their perspectives.”  
                                           - Bishop Sam Jacobs 



WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING

• Very inspiring! Cardinal Cantalamessa’s heart shines 
through and drew me to love Jesus even more. I loved 
the story and will recommend the film as well as read 
more of his books. 

- Daniel Davis, The King’s University

• Great film about Cardinal Cantalamessa and how Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit changed his life and can change our 
lives too. 

- Jim Murphy, Regent University Law School 

• I enjoyed it and could feel the message within. It was 
well done, with a simple message and a powerful idea to 
unify all of us. 

- Sal Filippelli, Knights of Columbus

• Excellent, challenging, and touches many bases. The 
video presentation is stunning in many places.

- Walter Matthews, CHARIS USA

• Really enjoyed it. Was moved to tears a few times. 
- Janet Fica, Christ the King Catholic Church 

• Very touching. Done well with shot selection and 
cinematography. I loved the strong message of unity. 
Exciting film about the Holy Spirit and my favorite part is 
how they mentioned that Christians are persecuted as 
one, so we should unite as one.

- Lauren Holmes, Global Christian Co-Op

Here are a few of the things people have said about the film 
and letters from Cardinal Cantalamessa himself and Bishop 
Barry Knestout, the bishop of the film producers’ home 
Diocese of Richmond.



THIS FILM IS THE FRUIT OF PARTNERSHIPS
We believe in relationship building! Relationships between God 
and man, individuals, and different organizations...they are all 
important. Awakening the Domestic Church produced this film, 
though a lot of collaboration. CMAX Media distributes the film 
through online streaming, and YOU can host the film, with as much 
or as little support as you need from us, and foster community in 
your area.

• A powerful account of how God’s hand can take us 
from humble beginnings and shape us as powerful 
servants of the Gospel.

- Dr. Richard Roberts, Vatican Website Author

• I absolutely LOVED this film! So much more than I 
even imagined. I laughed, I cried, I was moved by the 
Holy Spirit, and I learned. This is a film that needs to be 
shared further - not just with Catholics! It spoke to me as 
a fellow believer who knows little about the Catholic faith. 
Thank you for giving me the ability to watch this! 

- Danelle Frisbie, Soleil Life Photography

• I have reviewed the film and I liked it very much.  
There’s a lot to unpack….and pray about…and pray 
for.  One thing I know – the Spirit is alive and I felt relief 
from the negativity of all that the Church has been 
experiencing lately.  I really needed that.  Thank you.

- Anne Edwards, Diocese of Richmond

•From the onset, I had Holy Ghost shivers! There is so 
much Truth that shines the light on the power of the Holy 
Spirit to unite His bride. Not by might, nor by power, but 
by My Holy Spirit, says the Lord of Hosts.

- Melanie Little, Worship Leader



 
 
Rome 1 December 2021 
 
Dear Deacon Darrell and Ashley Zahorian, as you know we were unable to realize the 
planned interview  on 29 November due to some technical problems occurred to the appointed 
team here in Rome. 
 
Unfortunately my busy schedule for Advent preaching to the papal household makes me 
unable to find another occasion. 
 
So I must content myself with this written message. First of all my heartfelt congratulations 
for the happy conclusion of your project. It is not up to me to make the eulogy of the film 
being personally involved in it, but I cannot refrain from expressing my deep gratitude for 
your long and patient work. I have liked the film very much. I have especially appreciated that 
the main stress of the film is not upon my person as upon the work of the Spirit renewing the 
life of millions of peoples and inspiring a new love for unity among Christians. May the film 
contribute in some small way to maintain and increase both these works of the Spirit. 
Please extend my appreciation and my gratitude to all the people who have worked on the 
film  or contribute in some way to its completion and distribution, especially those who 
accepted intervening personally in the film. 
To you both, dear Deacon Darrell and Ashley Zahorian, my thank you and my very special 
blessing, 
 
In Jesus and in His Holy Spirit,   
 
Fr. Raniero Card. Cantalamessa, ofmcap. 
 

 
 

A LETTER FROM CARDINAL CANTALAMESSA 
THAT WAS READ AT THE FILM PREMIERE:



A LETTER FROM THE BISHOP 
OF OUR HOME DIOCESE:

 
 
Rome 1 December 2021 
 
Dear Deacon Darrell and Ashley Zahorian, as you know we were unable to realize the 
planned interview  on 29 November due to some technical problems occurred to the appointed 
team here in Rome. 
 
Unfortunately my busy schedule for Advent preaching to the papal household makes me 
unable to find another occasion. 
 
So I must content myself with this written message. First of all my heartfelt congratulations 
for the happy conclusion of your project. It is not up to me to make the eulogy of the film 
being personally involved in it, but I cannot refrain from expressing my deep gratitude for 
your long and patient work. I have liked the film very much. I have especially appreciated that 
the main stress of the film is not upon my person as upon the work of the Spirit renewing the 
life of millions of peoples and inspiring a new love for unity among Christians. May the film 
contribute in some small way to maintain and increase both these works of the Spirit. 
Please extend my appreciation and my gratitude to all the people who have worked on the 
film  or contribute in some way to its completion and distribution, especially those who 
accepted intervening personally in the film. 
To you both, dear Deacon Darrell and Ashley Zahorian, my thank you and my very special 
blessing, 
 
In Jesus and in His Holy Spirit,   
 
Fr. Raniero Card. Cantalamessa, ofmcap. 
 

 
 



Week of  Prayer  for  Chr i s t ian  Uni t y
Screen ings  o f  the  New Feature  F i lm Documentary

and  Spec ia l  Pane l  D i scuss ions  wi th  Chr i s t ian  Leaders

Friday, January 21: 1 p.m. 
Saturday,  January  22 :  7  p.m. 
Sunday,  January  23 :  1 2 : 30  p.m. 
Monday,  January  24 :  7  p.m. 

You are  invited to  a  ser ies  of  l imited screenings  of  T h e  P r e a c h e r  t o  t h e  Po p e s :  Ra n i e r o 
Ca n t a l a m e s s a ,  a   lm with a  specia l  emphasis  on Chr ist ian Unity.  A  panel  d iscuss ion with 
a  pair  of  Chr ist ian wor ld  leaders  f rom different  fa i th  t radit ions  fo l lows each screening.  The 
panel ists  are :  Dr.  Mary  Healy,  Dr.  Randy Clark ,  Dr.  David Cole,  Dr.  Scott  Kelso,  Mar t in 
Buehlmann,  Dcn.  Johannes Fichtenbauer,  Char les  Whitehead,  and R ichard Rober ts .  The  lm 
director,  Ashley  Zahor ian,  wi l l  a lso  be present  for  quest ions  and the  lm execut ive 
producer,  Deacon Darrel l  Wentwor th,  wi l l  emcee the screenings.  Registrat ion for 
screenings  is  f ree,  but  required.  They wi l l  be  l ive -streamed via  CMAX.TV and held in  person screenings  is  f ree,  but  required.  They wi l l  be  l ive -streamed via  CMAX.TV and held in  person 
in  at  Saint  N icholas  Cathol ic  Church,  712 L i t t le  Neck Rd. ,  Vi rginia  Beach,  VA.  Al l  t imes l i s ted 
are  in  the Eastern Time Zone. 

Learn more  and  reg i s ter :

canta lamessamov ie.com/un i t y

Many know the Pope as someone who inspires the 
world, but have you ever wondered who inspires the 
Pope? 

Did you know that the Pope has an official preacher? 

If this is all news to you, then you’re not alone! Learn 
about this unique position in the Vatican and the longest-
serving papal preacher in history. 

While most only hold the role for 3-5 years, the current 
preacher has been in it since 1980 for three different 
popes! In addition to preaching to the papal household, 
Raniero Cantalamessa has also been building bridges 
with Christians of other traditions, writing books, traveling 
the world, hosting television shows, and has a personal 
testimony of his deeper conversion that is worthy of a 
film plot all on its own. 

Be inspired in your own story, by his story, in this award-
winning documentary feature film!


